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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on09/22/08 
has been entered. In the RCE filed on 09/22/08, the following have occurred: claims 1 , 
5, 7, 10, and 13 have been amended and claims 1-5, 7-13 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of tlie invention, and of tlie manner and process of 
mailing and using it, in sucli full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim 1-5, 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The applicant currently recites, in 
claims 1, 5, 7 and 13 the limitations "determining whether a financial processor is 
authorized to provide payment for the at least one item or service to the provider on 
behalf of the receiver." The examiner searched the length and breath of the applicant's 
disclosure and failed to find a passage where support for this limitation was provided. 
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Similarly, the applicant currently recites "unique order identifier." The specification as 
originally filed only recites "reference number, tracking number, authorization number" 
(see paras 0023), but not a "unique order identifier" As now implied. Clarification is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-5, 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Martinez (US PAT: 5,208,446) in view of Bloom (US PAT: 6974928). 

Re claim 1. Martinez discloses the method of delivering at least one item or service 
from a provider to a receiver the method comprising: receiving an order for at least one 
item or service available from the provider (see fig.1 , also see col.1 lines 35-65, see 
col. 2 lines 45-65) the order identifying a receiver to which to deliver the at least one item 
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or service; determining wlietlier a financial processor is autliorized to provide payment 
for tlie at least one item or service to the provider on behalf of the receiver, in response 
to the information regarding the order identifier being provided to the financial 
processor, providing payment for the at least one item or service from the financial 
processor to the provider (i.e., see col. 3 lines 10-67), and in response to payment being 
provided to the provider, delivering the at least one item or service to the receiver (see 
col. 5 lines 30-40). Martinez does not expressly discloses , providing a unique order 
identifier in response to receiving the order, obtaining the unique order identifier from 
the receiver at substantially at the time of delivery, providing information regarding the 
unique order identifier obtained at the time of delivery to a financial processor. However, 
Bloom makes this disclosure (see col.4 lines 1-30). Thus it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Martinez and Bloom to 
provide added security to the delivery of goods. 

Re claim 2. Martinez does not explicitly disclose a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the information regarding the order identifier is provided to the provider prior to 
providing the information regarding the order identifier to the financial processor. 
However, Bloom makes this disclosure (see col.4 lines 1-30). Thus it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Martinez and 
Bloom to provide added security to the delivery of goods. 

Re claim 3. Martinez does not explicitly disclose a method in accordance with claim 1 
wherein the information regarding the order identifier is provided to the financial 
processor substantially immediately upon receipt at the time of delivery. However, 
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Bloom makes this disclosure (see col.4 lines 1-30). Thus it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Martinez and Bloom to 
provide added security to the delivery of goods. 

Re claim 4. Martinez further discloses a method in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
the at least one piece of data is provided to the financial processor with other pieces of 
data from other transactions (i.e., Data inputted by system 53 is stored in memory 52 
as legal tender or programming information 57. When credit card information including 
the card number, expiration date, cardholder name, etc. is entered into memory 52 by 
sensor 54 and the user wishes to validate the credit card number, the user presses a 
selected button on keyboard 53 or otherwise prompts controller 51 to generate and 
transmit signals 59 to transmitter-receiver 50. Signals 59 include the credit card 
information. Transmitter 50 transmits 60 the signals 59 to the cellular telephone 
network of FIG. 4 or to another selected communications network. The cellular 
telephone network of FIG. 4 receives and transmits signals 59 to a host computer 102 
which validates the credit card information and other data associated with the credit 
card, see col. 3 lines 18-50) 

Re claim 5. Claim 5, though a system claim, is a parallel of claim 1 . That is to say, it 
recites similar limitations to claim 1 and thus rejected using the same art and rationale 
as in claim supra. 

Re claim 7. Martinez further discloses a method for obtaining payment for an item or 
service near the time of delivery, comprising: receiving a determination as to whether 
payment for the item or service is at least one of approved and accepted (see col. 3 
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line 40-COI.4 line 45, also see col. 5 lines 20-40); and approving delivery of the item or 
service to the intended recipient when the received determination indicates that 
payment for the item or service is at least one of approved and accepted (see the 
abstract, also see col. 5 lines 30-41). Martinez does not expressly disclose obtaining a 
unique order identifier from the intended recipient of at least one of an item and a 
service at substantially a time of delivery for the item or service, the unique order 
identifier being received by the intended recipient in response to a determination that a 
financial processor is authorized to provide payment for the at least one item or service 
to the provider on behalf of the receiver for the order for the at least one of an item and 
a service; providing information about the obtained unique order identifier to one of a 
financial processor and a provider of the item or service. However, Bloom discloses 
obtaining a unique order identifier from the intended recipient of at least one of an item 
and a service at substantially a time of delivery for the item or service, the unique order 
identifier being received by the intended recipient in response to a determination that a 
financial processor is authorized to provide payment for the at least one item or service 
to the provider on behalf of the receiver for the order for the at least one of an item and 
a service; providing information about the obtained unique order identifier to one of a 
financial processor and a provider of the item or service (see col.4 lines 1-30). Thus it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Martinez and Bloom to provide added security to the delivery of goods. 
Re claim 8. Martinez further discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein: 
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obtaining an order identifier includes obtaining at least one piece of data selected from 
the group consisting of a purchase order number, and a purchase order-type document 
(i.e.. Data inputted by system 53 is stored in memory 52 as legal tender or 
programming information 57. When credit card information including the card number, 
expiration date, cardholder name, etc. is entered into memory 52 by sensor 54 and the 
user wishes to validate the credit card number, the user presses a selected button on 
keyboard 53 or otherwise prompts controller 51 to generate and transmit signals 59 to 
transmitter-receiver 50. Signals 59 include the credit card information. Transmitter 50 
transmits 60 the signals 59 to the cellular telephone network of FIG. 4 or to another 
selected communications network. The cellular telephone network of FIG. 4 receives 
and transmits signals 59 to a host computer 102 which validates the credit card 
information and other data associated with the credit card, see col. 3 lines 18-50). 
Re claim 9. Martinez further discloses a method according to claim 7, further 
comprising: returning the item or service undelivered when the received determination 
indicates that payment for the item or service is not at least one of approved and 
accepted (see col. 5 lines 30-40). 

Re claim 10. Martinez further discloses a method according to claim 7, wherein: 

providing the unique order identifier to one of a financial processor and 

a provider of the item or service includes transmitting the obtained order identifier to 

one of a financial processor and a provider of the item or service at substantially the 

time of delivery (see abstract, also see col. 3 lines 30-50). 
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Re claim 11. Martinez furtlier discloses a nnetliod in accordance witli claim 1 wherein 
the order identifier is selected from the group consisting of a reference number, a 
tracking number, an authorization number, a purchase order number, and a purchase 
order-type document (i.e.. Data inputted by system 53 is stored in memory 52 as legal 
tender or programming information 57. When credit card information including the card 
number, expiration date, cardholder name, etc. is entered into memory 52 by sensor 54 
and the user wishes to validate the credit card number, the user presses a selected 
button on keyboard 53 or otherwise prompts controller 51 to generate and transmit 
signals 59 to transmitter-receiver 50. Signals 59 include the credit card information. 
Transmitter 50 transmits 60 the signals 59 to the cellular telephone network of FIG. 4 
or to another selected communications network. The cellular telephone network of 
FIG. 4 receives and transmits signals 59 to a host computer 102 which validates the 
credit card information and other data associated with the credit card, see col. 3 lines 
18-50). 

Re claim 12. Claim 12, though a system claim, recites similar limitations to method 
claim 1 1 supra and thus rejected using the art and rationale as in claim 1 1 . 
Re claim 13. Claim 13 recites similar limitations to method claim 1 supra and thus 
rejected using the art and rationale as in claim 1 . 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 09/22/08 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant argues in substance that neither Martinez nor Bloom 
discloses providing a unique order identifier in response to receiving the order, obtaining 
the unique order identifier from the receiver at substantially at the time of delivery, 
providing information regarding the unique order identifier obtained at the time of 
delivery to a financial processor. Contrary to the applicant's assertion. Bloom discloses 
providing a unique order identifier in response to receiving the order, obtaining the 
unique order identifier from the receiver at substantially at the time of delivery, providing 
information regarding the unique order identifier obtained at the time of delivery to a 
financial processor (i.e., the step of automatically triggering the dispatch of the 
electronic notification can further include recording information necessary for billing 
at least one of the retailer shipping the ordered items of the bulk delivered 
package, a customer who ordered the item of the bulk delivered package, and the 
recipient of the bulk delivered package. The information can include at least one of 
an order identifier, an ordering customer identifier, a recipient identifier or a 
customer identifier, a package identifier, a delivery date, a delivery time, a delivery 
notification date, a delivery notification time, a retrieval date and a retrieval time, or any 
combination thereof. The electronic notification to the recipient can be a facsimile, an 
email, a telephone call, and a page or any combination thereof, see col.4 lines 1-30). 
The examiner contends that Bloom uses information such as an order identifier, an 
ordering customer identifier, a recipient identifier or a customer identifier, a 
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package identifier for billing at least one of the retailer shipping the ordered items 
of the bulk delivered package. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tliis comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to OJO O. OYEBISI wliose teleplione number is (571)272- 
8298. Tlie examiner can normally be reached on 8:30A.M-5:30P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Dixon can be reached on (571)272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/OJO O OYEBISI/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3696 
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